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Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 October 19, 2001 

Sir: 

The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-144 9. 
One copy of each document is attached. 

The listed documents were cited in a search report for the 
corresponding International Application. A copy of the PCT search 
report is attached, and satisfies the concise explanation 
requirement for the listed non-English language document (DE 196 09 
551) because the search report (1) is in English and (2) indicates 
the degree of relevance found by the International Searching 
Authority. See MPEP § 609 at pg. 600-105 (7th Ed., July 1998). 
Moreover, this document is discussed in the specification at page 
2, lines 8-15. 

No fee or certification is required in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement, since it is being submitted prior 
to the last of (1) issuance of a first official action on the 
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merits and (2) expiration of the three month period following 
filing of the above-captioned application. Nevertheless, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 
50-1258 for any fee which is deemed by the Patent and Trademark 
Office to be required to effect consideration of this statement. 
Two copies of this authorization are attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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